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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: . to fill a responsible subordinate position in engineering work.
Candidates must be proposed by members of the Society, supposedly familiar with its functions and standards,
and such proposers are called on to answer searching questions by the scrutinizing Membership Committee of
five. The Committee on Membership reports recommendations of qualified persons to the Council of the
Society, who again scrutinize the list, and it is finally submitted to the entire voting membership by letter ballot,
with privilege of rejection by a limited number of adverse votes on any name. Hence it may be assumed that the
membership contains only those whom the administration of the Society and its active membership regard as
suitable members of a Society of Mechanical Engineers. 17 Who are these members, and what are they doing?
The actual list of members enjoying the privilege of membership is increasing month by month, so that the
figures for the autumn of 1907 are correct for only a few days. Taking the membership in the summer of 1907
as 3152 and neglecting the foreign or nonresident membership of 175 from the count and correcting the
remainder for deaths, a total is used for the present purpose of 2957, in all grades The list has been then
carefully scrutinized and classified as given in the published catalogue respecting avocations. The grouping for
the purpose in hand has been into the following classes: a The Unclassifiable: made up of members who have
retired, or who are...
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