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THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: PERSPECTIVES IN CRIMINAL
LAW AND CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY (PAPERBACK)

Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 203 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Testimony on battered woman syndrome (BWS), as a widely used self-
defense strategy, has been accepted in all state courts of America. However, courts oFen hold that expert
testimony on the BWS is inadmissible in a presented evidence where (1) it is irrelevant and immaterial to the
issue of whether defendant acted in self-defense at the time of the battery; (2) the subject of the expert
testimony isn t within the understanding of the jury; (3) the BWS is not suIiciently developed as an accepted
scientific knowledge to warrant testimony under the guise of expertise; and (4) its prejudicial impact outweighs
its probative value. For the first time in the legal scholarship, an attempt was made to use the Grounded Theory
Model to analyze narratives and facts of twelve court holdings on BWS, to reach a facile consistency in
defendants sworn-in motivations on reasonableness and imminence of danger that made them kill their
spouses in self-defense, also to find correlations between the expert testimonies of BWS, counts of charges, and
the verdicts or dispositions rendered. Through inductive coding of the case narratives and expert testimonies,
we then applied the Mantel-Haenszel method to produce pooled odds ratio of the codes. Kruskal-Wallis statistic
was used for the ranked ordinal data; Poisson regression was used for prediction analysis as to the influence of
narratives and expert testimonies (continuous variables) on the adjudications (dichotomous variable); Pearson
linear correlations were used to find associations between the numerical variables - coded narratives and
length of the sentence in prison. Findings suggest that expert testimony of BWS is admitted in 58.3 of the
holdings. In 14.3 of hearings, the conviction is shifted from murder to manslaughter....
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