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unfolding in a time and a place where fable is more potent than fact, where the imagination is more powerful
than any truth, where the line between myth and history has all but dissolved: Jerusalem, from the early years
of the nineteenth century to the present. They left Eastern Europe for Israel and emerged, six generations later,
in America: Esther, the family matriarch, who was lured by the smell of baking bread into the baker's arms; her
granddaughter, Avra the thief, who stole a cow's tongue and married a man with strong fists and very fast feet;
Miriam, a seamstress who sewed spells into her cloths and whose mesmerizing beauty inadvertently
transformed Kovna's House of Study into a container of pure carnal frustration; the twins Zohar and Moshe,
who ran across the walls of the Old City as boys, and as men faced a tragedy that would haunt their family for
generations to come; Eliezer, Zohar's son, who once tried to conjure a golem in his father's garden; and
Eliezer's American-born daughter, who would one day take his stories and cast a spell of her own. Nomi Eve's
debut novel is a rich tapestry of Jewish life and humor and yearning, woven from timeless themes: the
evolution of family, the setting down of roots, the sorrow of immigrants and the joy of pioneers, the secrets that
bind families together and the legends that sustain them. In language as uniquely vibrant as the characters
who inhabit it, The Family Orchard captures the intoxications of love,...
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