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Kales Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, My Father Il Duce: A Memoir by Mussolini's Son,
Romano Mussolini, Alexander Stille, In this historical, revisionist memoir, Romano Mussolini (September 26,
1927-February 3, 2006), the last surviving child of dictator Benito Mussolini, contributes his unique perspective to
the growing body of work that portrays Il Duce's era. Through Romano's portrait of never before publicly
shared memories and feelings, My Father Il Duce brings alive the domestic scenes of his childhood particularly
when they intersected with his father's public role. He also relates in detail the memories of his mother, Donna
Rachele, who lived until 1979 and often spoke with Romano about his father. Romano's memories, sorted by
chapter, but not presented chronologically, shift between his own recollections of time spent with his father to
the years after Mussolini's death in 1945. The prose lingers and then artistically moves forward, melancholy to
fierce to vulnerable, like the notes of the jazz music played by Romano during his acclaimed musical career.
Mussolini is presented here as a man who was supremely convinced that he was the master of his life:
"'Everything happening around me,"" my father used to say, "'leaves me indifferent. | consciously choose 'Live
dangerously' as my life's motto. As an old soldier, | say, 'If | advance, follow me. If | retreat, kill me. If they kill
me, vindicate me."" He saw his existence in scenes of high drama, envisioning in the end, Romano tells us, that
he would be placed in front of throngs at New York City's Madison Square Garden and then executed in a
macabre spectacle. In this memoir, Romano does not truly ponder the consequences of his father's alliances
and dictatorship, though with at least one notable exception that he gave considerable thought to his
personal...
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