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illustrated. 1840 Excerpt: ... a bright smile, and let her hand press mine, to thank me more than she was able to
do in words. Oh! how beautiful did she look then, as gradually the bright returning stream of life flowed more
rapidly through her veins, and every moment seemed to bring out some new loveliness. | cannot but think that
so must have looked the ivory statue of the Greek sculptor, when his prayer of love was heard, and it was
kindled into sudden life. She was changed, much changed since last | saw her: she was now just sixteen; and
what a difference one year will make at that period of life! every alteration had been an addition to the beauty
that she possessed before: she was now a woman, when | had left her a girl, and the brightness of perfection
had been added to the rich promise of beauty. She seemed not to see or to feel that there was any change in
me; the endearing names which we had used towards each other in youth, were still employed; the terms of
love and deep affection were nothing new to us, and nothing strange; and while | called her, dear Louise, --my
own Louise, --my sweet, dear girl, and used every term expressive of the fondest affection, it seemed all quite
natural, and she murmured in reply, Dear, dear Henri, how glad | am to see you again | | may own it, for it
was...
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