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Signal Books Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Sahara: A Cultural History, Eamonn
Gearon, The Sahara is the quintessence of isolation, epitomizing both remoteness and severity of environment
unlike any other place on the face of the earth. Replete with myths and fictions, it is a wild land, dotted with
oases and camel trains trudging through sand dunes that roll like the waves on a sea, as far as the distant
horizon. But this is just part of the picture. The largest desert in the world, the Sahara ranges from the river Nile
running through Egypt and Sudan in the east, to the Atlantic coast from Morocco to Mauritania in the west;
stretching from the Atlas Mountains and the shores of the Mediterranean in the north, to the fluid Sahelian
fringe that delineates the desert in the south. Invaders and traders have come and gone for millennia, but the
Sahara is also the place that some people call home. While larger than the continental United States, this vast
area contains only three million people: Africans and Arabs, Berber and Bedu, Tuareg and Tebu. Eamonn
Gearon explores the history, culture, and terrain of a place whose name is familiar to all, but known to few.
Conquered and Cursed from the 50,000-strong army of Cambyses, swallowed in a sandstorm in the sixth
century BC, to the us marines first foreign engagement, in 1805; Hannibal and his elephants, Caesar against
Anthony and Cleopatra, Alexander the Great, the armies of Islam, Napoleon, and Rommel versus Monty. Myths
and Mysteries: from whales in the White desert to the arrival of camels in the Great Sand Sea; chariots of the
gods and colonialists' motor-cars; from the Land of the dead to Timbuktu; salt and gold mines, fields of oil and
gas and a man-made...
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