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must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial ties in
the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics or the ordinary
combinations and collisions of her friendships or enmities. Our
detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a
different course. During the administration of President Monroe
this doctrine of the farewell address was first considered in all its
aspects and with a view to all its practical consequences. The
farewell address, while it took America out of the field of
European politics, was silent as to the part Europe might be
permitted to play in America. Doubtless it was thought the latest
addition to the family of nations should not make haste to
prescribe rules for the guidance of older members, and the
expediency and propriety of serving the powers of Europe with
notice of a complete and distinctive American policy,...
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