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... last years level. In total a 13 percent reduction. --The construction program is down 276 million from last
year, as well as the general investigations program, down 108 million from last year. Adequate funding for the
Corps of Engineers is critical to our economy in many regions of the country. Let me repeat some well known
facts-- --The ports and waterways the Corps maintains, is where over 90 percent of our foreign trade occurs. --
Each 1 invested in flood protection project reduces flood damages and relief costs by 1. 50. --Every 1 invested in
navigation improvements raises Americas productivity by 3. --Flood control infrastructure, as of 1997, has
prevented 706 billion of damage. closing Overall, | support the Presidents budget plan for fiscal year 2003, and |
support the Presidents budget priorities to shore up homeland defense, national security and the health of our
economy. | do believe, however, that this budget is setting some challenges, particularly in the area of water
infrastructure. Some of the administrations proposed budget cuts are difficult to accept. Budgets mean setting
priorities, and that will be a big challenge this year. In years past, as Chairman of the Energy and Water
Development Subcommittee on Appropriations, | took on the task of ensuring sufficient funding for both the
Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamations programs. As the Ranking Member of the Appropriations
subcommittee, | plan to continue this role. Senator Domenici. Let us start with the first set of witnesses. |
understand that we lead off with Bureau of Reclamation Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, Bennett,
Raley. Are you...
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