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administration to stifle independent news media and thereby retard the development of a genuine civil society
in Russia today. | look forward to the testimony of our very distinguished witness, Secretary Powell, and as
much as he is able to tell us about this trip we would appreciate. Let me conclude by saying, Mr. Secretary, |
think, as they say in southern Delaware, you done good. | think the President did a fine job, and | think the most
important thing from my perspective that came out of the trip was the fact that America remains engaged. The
Europeans know it, and the President is engaged. | am confident that this is a very, very strong platform from
which the President starts. The prepared statement of Senator Biden follows: Prepared Statement of Senator
Joseph R. Biden, Jr. | am pleased to welcome Secretary of State Colin Powell to our committee today to report
on the Presidents trip to Europe and to participate in a broader discussion of U. S. security interests in Europe
and the future of the transatlantic relationship. At the outset, let me say that | am heartened President Bush had
an opportunity to engage in a candid and substantive dialogue with our European friends. In doing so, the
President affirmed the critical role of the transatlantic relationship and the fact that the United States remains
a European power. Despite the remarkable progress that the fifteen members of the European Union have
made in creating, in the EUs phrase, an ever closer union, the fact remains that without the United States,
mobilizing Europe on tough...
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