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the auspices of the Bhandar-kar Oriental Research Institute, a Conference of Orientalists in India, Burma and
Ceylon, - an idea which had been in the minds of the promoters of the Institute since its very foundation-, took
material shape in the following resolution of the Executive Board of the Institute, passed on the 12th of
December 1918. That it is desirable to hold a Conference of Orientalists in India, if possible, in Poona, in the
month of May (1919) and that with that view, correspondence be opened with eminent scholars in India,
requesting them to communicate to the Secretary their opinions on the subject in about a month s time. The
Secretary, accordingly, about the middle of January 1919, addressed the following letter to about twenty-five
prominent Orientalists in India: - Dear Sir, The Executive Board of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute
thinks it desirable to hold an All-India Conference of Orientalists at Poona, if possible in the month of May 1919.
This would be the first Conference of its kind in India, and it will be repeated periodically at different centres.
The necessity and utility of such a Conference need not he emphasised. You are probably aware that, in the
Conference of Orientalists Summoned at Simla by the Hon. Sir Harcourt Butler in July 1911, Dr. Vogel had laid
before the scholars assembled, a plan for holding an Oriental Congress in India (lide the Report of the
Conference of Orientalists. including Museums and Archaeology, held at Simla in 1911. About the Publisher
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