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abstract: Few people would deny that they are living in an age of great transformational processes. For
centuries, if not millennia, the changes in human society had occurred slowly and usually did not affect the lives
of the majority of the people significantly. That is not to say that the event of a war, a draught or another
catastrophe did not have devastating consequences and indeed it were predominantly the ordinary people who
suEered the most if such an event took place. The conducting of life however remained unaEected and
continued as it had before. Scientific inventions were rarely made and if they did happen it was only a small
privileged section of society benefiting from them. Whatever influenced the life of most people occurred
gradually, making it both possible and easy to adjust. It could even be argued that because these influences did
not have an impact during a persons lifespan but developed over generations people failed to recognize them
as changes at all. This has profoundly changed in the age of globalization that has already shaped the
economic, social, and cultural lives of hundreds of millions of people. The majority of them may not be able to
clearly identify these changes but they would all agree that something is happening in their lives. The feeling
evolving out of this is one of uncertainty; there are both greater opportunities and greater risks. The previous
era had already witnessed the transformation that industrialization brought about and it provoked sharp
reactions. Industrialization not only...
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